LARGE-SCALE SOCIAL REFORM
is still characteristic ,of our societies. In the other
cases, however, there has been a considerable measure of
dissociation. Spouses do not regard one another as
private property to quite the same extent as in the past;
consequently it no longer seems natural and right to
murder an unfaithful partner. The idea of a wholly
gratuitous sexual union, unconnected with dowries and
settlements, is now frequently entertained even among
the rich. Conversely there is a quite general belief that
even married people may be sexually attached to one
another. This was not so in the time of the troubadours;
for, in the words of a recent historian of chivalry, chivalrous
love was * a gigantic system of bigamy/ Love and marriage
were completely dissociated.
There are many other associations of thought-patterns,
feeling-patterns and action-patterns which have seemed in
their time inevitable and natural, but which at other
times or in other places have not existed at all. Thus,
art has sometimes been associated with religion (as in
Europe during the Middle Ages or among the ancient
Mayas); sometimes, on the other hand, it has not been
associated with religion (as among certain tribes of
American Indians and among Europeans during the last
three centuries). Similarly commerce, agriculture, sex,
eating have sometimes been associated with religion,
sometimes not. There are some societies where almost
all activities are associated with negative emotions, where
it is socially correct and morally praiseworthy to feel
chronically suspicious, envious and malevolent. There
are others in which it is no less right to feel positive
emotions. And so on, almost indefinitely.
Now, it may be that progressiveness and aggressiveness
are associated in the same sort of arbitrary and fortuitous
way as are the various pairs of thought-habits and action-
habits mentioned above. It may be, on the other hand,